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muster more than six foremast men in a watch capable
of duty." The officers themselves (and, still more re-
markably, the officers' servants) seem to have escaped the
attacks of this disease, fortified either by the tremendous
burden of responsibility, or by that curious force of high
spirit and finer mettle which carries so many absolutely
weaker men through the perils which slay the strongest.
Our Chaplain records the characteristics of the disease
with that grave and calm simplicity which distinguishes
his style, revealing its full horrors, yet never dwelling
unduly on them. Some of its victims, he describes, lay
in their hammocks eating and drinking, in cheerful spirits,
and with vigorous voices; yet in a moment, if but moved
from one place to another, still in their hammocks, died
out of hand, all vital energy being gone from them.
Some who thought themselves still able for an attempt
at duty would fall down and die among their comrades
on attempting a stronger pull or more vigorous strain
than usual. Every day, while winds and waves, roaring
and threatening round, held over the whole shipload
another kind of death, must the dim-eyed mariners with
failing strength and sinking spirit have gathered to the
funeral of their dead. By this time their companion ships
had all disappeared, and the Centurion alone, with its
sick and dying, tossed about almost at the will of the
waves upon that desolate sea. At last there came a
moment when, destruction being imminent, " the master
and myself," our brave Chaplain, undertook the manage-
ment of the helm, while every available soul on board
set to work to repair and set the sails and secure the
masts, to take advantage once more in desperation of a
favourable change of wind.
This was their last storm; but not even then were the
troubles of this terrible voyage at an end. They missed
Juan Fernandez by one of those mistakes which come in
with bewildering certainty at such moments of despera-
tion to enhance all sufferings. " The Commodore him-
self was strongly persuaded that he saw it," but, over-
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